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Work in Mesa's Fiesta District to start after 3-year wait
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But while two of the projects will be wrapping up in a few months, she said the
inconveniences along Main Street will soon become more widespread. S o con
When the light-rail project was planned, officials said they would leave
downtown Mesa alone during the winter months, when traffic and business there Top Videos
p
is heavier.
Come summer, downtown also will be torn up, Huning said. Jodi Arias may answer jurors’ questions
Wednesday
The same strategy will be in play for the Fiesta project. As much of that as possible will be done in the Jodi Arias murder case: Timeline of events
summer, Huning said, “because we don’t want to impact Christmas season at the mall.” 2 Mesa women accused of $4,600 shoplifting spree
Money for Southern Avenue is coming from a general-obligation bond issue that Mesa voters approved in Jodi Arias murder trial: LIVE video
2008. The project was not on the original shopping list that was presented to voters, but as the recession Jodi Arias trial takes another raunchy turn
dug in, Mesa saved enough money on other road projects to pay for the Fiesta District work. Jodi Arias murder trial: Key players
It's a priority for Mesa because the city wants to leverage existing Fiesta District assets to create a node of LIVE video: Jodi Arias murder trial
activity based on the economic realities of the new century. Several town names tried before ‘Mesa’ stuck
In the 1980s and for a few years beyond, Fiesta was one of the premier retail centers in the Valley. That Jodi Arias Se”e‘jail' message revealed
luster faded as new venues siphoned customers away. Ross Farnsworth, pioneering developer of Mesa,
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The north side of Southern Avenue between Longmore and Alma School roads was particularly hard-hit,
and there are still no signs of redevelopment for the long-vacant, fenced-off and much-maligned Fiesta
Village complex on the northwest corner of Aima School and Southern.

A former power center across Alma School Road from the mall also is vacant, although Upper lowa
University plans to open a branch campus in the former Borders book store there this year.

That could be a straw in the wind as far as the Fiesta District’s future.

Mayor Scott Smith has said repeatedly that although Fiesta Mall itself is surviving, retail will never again be
the neighborhood’s driving force. He envisions urban-style, mixed-use redevelopment, and in January he
named Fiesta as one of four key economic-development nodes across the city.

The others are Falcon Field, the Gateway area and downtown.

Mesa officials hope the overhaul of Southern Avenue will help facilitate redevelopment by giving the
neighborhood its own feel with distinctive branding, monuments and landscaping.

Narrowing Southern from six to four lanes is aimed at creating a more pedestrian-friendly and welcoming
environment.

Huning told the council in a written report that Mesa originally was working with Achen-Gardner
Construction on the project, but Haydon took over when Mesa and the original contractor could not come
to terms.

» JOIN THE DISCUSSION

azcentral.com has switched to the Facebook comment system on its blogs. Existing blog comments
will display, but new comments will only be accepted via the Facebook comment system. To begin
commenting, you must be logged into an active personal account on Facebook. Once you're logged
in, you will be able to comment. While we welcome you to join conversations, readers are
responsible for their comments and abuse of this privilege will not be tolerated. We reserve the
right, without warning or notification, to remove comments and block users judged to violate our
Terms of Service and Rules of Engagement. Facebook comments FAQ

Comments posted via facebook: 0

¥ Post to Facebook

Posting as Sally McCann Mesarosh (Change) I:|

Facebook social plugin

MORE FROM AZCENTRAL FROM AROUND THE WEB

The Taurus Problems Ford Doesn’t Want You To
Know About (Consumer Car [ Reviews)

Mia Wasikowska's controversial nude scene
Lindsay Lohan rejects rehab plea bargain
How to Unlock a Car Door When the Keys Are
Locked In (eHow)

Driver arrested at In-N-Out Burger drive-through

Officials find human remains in Phoenix home

backyard Thinking About Early Retirement? A Few Things to

Jodi Arias secret jail message revealed Consider: (allstate Blog)
Cars That Depreciate In Value The Most

(Investopedia)

Five Great Cars That Didn't Sell (web2carz)

171

Workin Mesa's Fiesta District to start after 3-year wait

AdChoices

ADS BY PULSE 360

Rich Dad Poor Dad Phoenix
Rich Dad Education. Free financial workshops Mar.

12th - 14th
Get details...

Mother Loses 17 Ibs In 22 Days
Learn How A Mom Lost 17 Ibs In Just 22 Days!

Discover more...

Hot Stock Pick - 2013
Invest In Massive Dynamics Inc. New 3-D Printing

Technology.
Buy Stock Now.

GET AZCENTRAL ANYWHERE

azcentral.com
mobile editions

Get azcentral.comon
your phones and
tablets for the latest
news, sports, video,
photos and much
more from azcentral,
The Arizona Republic
and 12 News.

» Get azcentral.com
mobile!

» Android | iPad |
iPhone | iPhone
Sports | AZ

From our sponsor
Banner Children's Total Kid for iPad
m Download your free copy

) of Total Kid, an interactive
I{‘II digital parenting magazine
filled with trending health
topics, videos, tips and
activities. Sponsored by
Banner Health.

e
aong

op.

MORTGAGE UNDERWATER?

___Homeowners who played by the rules have a lifeline,
; M“ AZHousing.gov or 1-877-448-1211

www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130306mesa-work-fiesta-district-start-after-year-wait.html ?source=nletter-

SAVE ON SERVICE.

GET BACK ON THE ROAD!

~

2/3


http://www.pulse360.com/clear_ad_choice.html
http://oascentral.datasphere.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/azct/mesa/L9/132084117/Frame1/Datasphere/12552217_zone_Bundle/12552217_300x250.png/52414f2b6a46426268344d41446f2f58?x
http://gannett.gcion.com/adlink/5111/331130/0/225/AdId=3879364;BnId=1;itime=603561625;nodecode=yes;link=http://azhousing.gov/
http://www.azcentral.com/thingstodo/celebrities/free/20130227mia-wasikowska-controversial-nude-scene.html
http://www.azcentral.com/thingstodo/celebrities/free/20130228lindsay-lohan-rejects-rehab-plea-bargain.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130225mesa-driver-arrested-at-innout-burger-drivethrough-abrk.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/20130305phoenix-authorities-dig-home-backyard-abrk.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130222jodi-arias-secret-jail-message-revealed.html
http://www.consumer-car-reviews.com/the-taurus-problems-ford-doesnt-want-you-to-know-about/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130306mesa-work-fiesta-district-start-after-year-wait.html?source=nletter-#
http://www.ehow.com/how_6776961_unlock-car-door-keys-locked.html
http://blog.allstate.com/thinking-about-early-retirement-a-few-things-to-consider-2/
http://www.investopedia.com/financial-edge/1012/cars-that-depreciate-in-value-the-most.aspx
http://www.web2carz.com/autos/buying-and-selling/1416/five-great-cars-that-didnt-sell
http://www.azcentral.com/help/articles/info-privacy.html
http://www.azcentral.com/members/facebook_comments_faq.php?action=rules
http://www.azcentral.com/members/facebook_comments_faq.php?action=faq
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130306mesa-work-fiesta-district-start-after-year-wait.html?source=nletter-#
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=74851042479&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D18%23cb%3Df1b494bb28%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.azcentral.com%252Ffaf1b88%26domain%3Dwww.azcentral.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&colorscheme=light&numposts=50&width=644&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.azcentral.com%2Fcommunity%2Fmesa%2Farticles%2F20130306mesa-work-fiesta-district-start-after-year-wait.html#
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130306mesa-work-fiesta-district-start-after-year-wait.html?source=nletter-#azcanywhere-panel-mobile
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130306mesa-work-fiesta-district-start-after-year-wait.html?source=nletter-#azcanywhere-panel-sms
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130306mesa-work-fiesta-district-start-after-year-wait.html?source=nletter-#azcanywhere-panel-email
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130306mesa-work-fiesta-district-start-after-year-wait.html?source=nletter-#azcanywhere-panel-twitter
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130306mesa-work-fiesta-district-start-after-year-wait.html?source=nletter-#azcanywhere-panel-fb
http://mobile.azcentral.com/
http://mobile.azcentral.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/wireless/android.html
http://www.azcentral.com/help/ipad.html
http://www.azcentral.com/wireless/iphone.html
http://www.azcentral.com/wireless/iphone-azcsports.html
http://www.azcentral.com/wireless/az
http://totalkid.azcentral.com/

