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Smith: Mesa ﬁghting ‘a war for our future’

Mayor unveils
‘nnovation districts’
for job development

By Gary Nelson

The Republic | azcentral.com

Mesa intends to step to the
forefront of American cities
and lead the way in innovation
and job creation, Mayor Scott
Sinith said Thursday.

“This really 15 a war in many
ways — a war for our future,”
Smith told about 500 people
gathered for his annual Mayor’s
Breaifast at the Phoenix Hilton
East/Mesa.

Speaking on the theme
“Building the New American
City,” Smith used about 70 min-
utes to enumerate the accom-
plishments of his first 4% years
in office and to lay out aspira-
- uons for the future.

Smith did not deliver thun-
derclap announcements as he
did in 2011, when he rolled out
the iMesa community brain-
storming project, or in 2012,
when he said he would run again
for mavor.

“tnnovation districts” to be created are (clockwise from top left) viesa's downtown, Faicon Field, the
Phoenix-lMlesa Gateway Airport area and the Fiesta District. ReruBLIC PHIDTOS

INNOVATION DISTRICTS

Mavor Scott Smith said Mesa will
develop four “innovation districts”
to seed innovation and job growth:

» Downtowwrt. Assets include four
new liberal-arts colleges, city offices,
future light raii, arts center, mu-
seums and future Barry Goldwater
Library.

» Falcon Field. Fifth-busiest ganar-
al-aviaticn airport in country al-
ready hosts more than 100 busi-
nesses; about 126 acres on airport
avaiable for development.

» Fiesta District: Assets include
acres of developable commercial
space, Banner Desert Iviedical Center
and Cardon Children’s Medical
Center, Wesa Community Collzge,
Fiesta niz!! and other viable retail
nodes. -

» Gataway area: Seen as a power-
house with virtually limitlass poten-
tial, the area includes Phoenix-iMesa
Gateway Airport, Azlabs, Arizona
State University’s Polytechnic cam-
pus, Chandter-Gilbert Community
College and the largely undevel-
oped former site of the General
Motors Desert Proving Ground.



He did advance his agenda
by saying he will ask the City
Council to designate four “inno-
vation districts” a$ economic
development hubs. -

In a sense, however, that
would merely formalize the di-
rection in which Mesa has
trended for years: Downtown,
the Fiesta District, Falcon Field
and Gateway are emerging cen-
ters of Mesa’s economic gravi-
ty, and much recent policymak-
ing and infrastructure develop-
menthave targeted those areas.
~ Smith offered few details on
how they would develop.

In the downtown, unused
space in the Mesa Center for
Higher Education — the former
court building at 245 W. Second
St. — could be devoted to incu-
bation efforts.

In the Fiesta District, he pro-
poses a partnership with Mesa
Community College to redevel-
op fallow retail space.

“No matter what good things
have happened, we’ve got to do

better,” Smith said. “The suc-
cesses of 2012 and before were
not the destination. They were
part of the journey. They were
the beginning in many ways.”
Building on a theme struck in
recent pubhc appearances,
Smith said he wants Mesa to be-

‘come a “multigenerational city”

where families will stay for dec-
ades because of the opportuni-
ties it offers.

For that to happen, Mesa
needs more jobs and better
jobs, he said. But tbey won't
come by accident, he warned.

He cited statistics showing
that America recovered from
every recession befween 1945
and 1991 within eight months.
International competition has
caused recent recessions to last
longer and the last — the so-
called Great Recession—creat-
ed unemployment that is still
higher than in 2008.

Further, he said, there is a
worldwide shortage of “hun-
dreds of millions of good jobs,”

The successes
L of 2012 and
before were not the
destination. They were
part of the journey.”
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and it's just as easy to hand one
to someone in China with Inter-
net access as it is to hand one to
an American college graduate.

The federal government,
Smith said, has liftle interest in
fixing that.

Noting that he had just re-
turned from nearly a week m
the capital for a U.S. Confer-
ence of Mayors meeting and
other events, Smith said: “I
heard about the fiscal cliff. I
heard just a couple things about
gun control.”

But, he said, “T didn’t hear a
word about jobs,” even though

- mayors at the meeting agreed

the health of their cities de-

. pends on a strong economy.

“T've spent enough time in
Washington now to know that
Washington will not solve our
problems,” he said.

The state, he said, can only
lay the groundwork for new
jobs, and even at that its educa-
tional efforts are falling short.

The much-touted Common
Core curriculum moving into
Arizona’s mainstream, Smith
said, isn’t enough: ~

“If all of our students met the
standards of the Comnmon Core,
we're still a second-tier coun-
try,” he said. “Common Core
shouldn’t be a goal. It should be
a beginning.”

So if other entities won’t
fight for jobs, cities must.

“The most important chal-
lenge we face as a city in 2013
and beyond is our ability to cre-
ate jobs,” Smith said. And that
means turning Mesa into an in-
novation hub. “Innovation is

‘what’s going to happen to make

us successful,” he said. “We-
can't rely on old strategies.”

Smith noted that Mesa
showed its flexibility in 2003,
when, faced with a drasticreve-
nue shortfall, it completely
overhauled city government
within a few months.

As another example, Smiith
cited the Mesa Fire and Meadica!
Department’s program with
Mountain Vista Medical Center
to staff medical response vehi-
cles with health-care profes-
sionals. The model has been
drawing national attentinn
among citieslooking for ways to
reduce their emergency-re-
sponse costs.

Smith also mentioned ongo-
ing efforts to “rebrand” the
East Valley to take advantage of
the region’s combined assets.

“For the first time, these
communifies have grown to-
gether,” he said. “We have an as-
set base that's comparable to
any in the world.”



