8/18/2016 STEP Program Participant Now Ivy-Bound

ARIZONA Z8& INFORMANT

HOME v NEWS v WEALTH v ENTERTAINMENT v SPORTS v RELIGION -~ LIFESTYLE v PEOPLE v

SPECIALIZING IN QUALITY HAIR CARE FOR MEN & WOMEN

o Natural Impressions T
o &Adrianne’s Beauty Salon

Natural Impressions, 1418 E. Washington St. Phoenix, AZ 85034 602-262-9296

} Trump and Republican Party Confuse Outreach Efforts With Pandering <>
STEP Program Participant Now lvy-Bound ARIZONA BLACK LIFE - OVER THE YEARS
Aug 12, 2016
[(e)fonae]  [G41]00 S E

To celebrate 45 years, we're having a photo

contest each week. You could win a prize if
you can indentify any two of these very
excited kids trying to get Ernie Banks'
autograph. Send your submissions to

rigrime@gmail.com

PHOENIX POLICE ARE HIRING

http://azinformant.com/step-program-participant-now-ivy-bound/ 1/4


https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fazinformant.com%2Fstep-program-participant-now-ivy-bound%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=STEP%20Program%20Participant%20Now%20Ivy-Bound&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fazinformant.com%2Fstep-program-participant-now-ivy-bound%2F
javascript:void(0);
http://azinformant.com/step-program-participant-now-ivy-bound/
http://azinformant.com/feed/
http://azinformant.com/trump-and-republican-party-confuse-outreach-efforts-with-pandering/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fazinformant.com%2Fstep-program-participant-now-ivy-bound%2F&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=like
javascript:void(0);
http://azinformant.com/
http://azinformant.com/category/news/
http://azinformant.com/category/wealth/
http://azinformant.com/category/entertainment/
http://azinformant.com/category/sports/
http://azinformant.com/category/religion/
http://azinformant.com/category/living/
http://azinformant.com/category/people/
http://azinformant.com/
http://www.nnpa.org/
http://www.blackpressusa.com/
http://azinformant.com/contact/

8/18/2016 STEP Program Participant Now Ivy-Bound

l2while

a
stude
nt at
Ithaca
Colleg
€,
Malco
Im
Templ
e
travel
edto
and
worke
din
Rwan
da.

Heis

While a student at Ithaca College, Malcolm Temple traveled to
and worked in Rwanda. He is now headed to Harvard.

now
heade
dto
Harva
rd.

Story written by Jaideen Cobb

Mesa Community College Professor Dr. Karen Hardin developed an academic enrichment program in which
students reach academic accomplishments in higher learning institutions. One student, Malcolm Temple, has

landed admission at the nation’s top Ivy League college this fall — Harvard.

Dr. Hardin developed the STEP (Students Striving Toward Excellent Performance) program in 2008 at Mesa
Community College to provide an opportunity for African American high school students to experience college
culture prior to attending a four-year college.

In addition to providing students with an exceptional college experience, students within the STEP Program are
stewarded under the watchful eye of nurturing faculty members at MCC. Dr. Hardin anticipated that through the
STEP Program students would have an increase in motivation to continue to receive an education after high

school and to reach their full potential.

One student to experience the benefits of Dr. Hardin’s STEP program is Malcolm Temple. Temple first attended
STEP as a home-schooled high school sophomore at the age of 15. He shares, “Overall the experience
definitely gave me a strong foundation for my future. Even though going to college was always an expectation
for me, it was also very intimidating. So having done the program and gained skills such as, discipline and
communicating effectively with my professors and also how to take advantage of different resources on the
campus, like the tutoring center or writing center. These things that | learned from the program really allowed

me to hit the ground running when | went off to a four-year college.”

Following the program, Temple earned his undergraduate degree at Ithaca College in Ithaca, New York. At
Ithaca College, Temple was a culture and communications major and was able to study abroad in Quito,
Ecuador and Paris, France. After graduating he returned to France to teach English in a public high school
before moving to Rwanda where he has worked on development projects for the United Nations World Food
Programme for the past year.
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Now Temple is starting a new academic journey at one of the most prestigious higher learning institutions —

Harvard University. He begins his Masters program in public policy with a concentration on international trade

and finance at Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government in Cambridge, Massachusetts this fall. When

applying to graduate programs Temple also applied to Columbia University, Princeton, Georgetown and John

Hopkins University, where he was also accepted.

When received his acceptance letter from the Cambridge Ivy-League school his choice was made. Temple
adds, “Applying to the ivy league schools wasn't about prestige. It was about knowing they offer a platform to

be a positive image for my community and receive world-class training to make positive change.”

Although Africa-Americans are underrepresented within lvy-league institutions Temple believes that others
should try to break generational cycles. He stated, “I think that African-Americans shouldn’t limit themselves
because they didn’t necessarily see that space for them, and especially for first generation college students.”
He continues by saying, “African American having a deficiency of positive reputations, | think it's important for

other African Americans to see other African Americans attending lvy-League colleges or traveling abroad.”

As this once STEP participant becomes lvy-bound this fall, he believes that among the components of his
academic success is the willingness to put in long study hours. Temple says, “| made the most of the
opportunities and privileges that | had growing up. I'm still just a regular person, | had really extraordinary
experiences and now I'm going off to a prestigious school, but | would say that my life isn’t that extraordinary.

My family and friends keep me grounded.”

Long term, Temple aspires to work with growing economies particularly in the continent of Africa. He shares,
“Many economies in Africa are booming right now, but effective fiscal policy is really needed to help sustain
growth, and this is one area | hope to make an impact.”

Temple never really imagined he’d go to Harvard University. He now stands as a pillar of academic success
within our community and testimony to the power of an academic enrichment program that can perpetuate a
positive outcome within a young person’s life.
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