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By David M. Brown

Approximately 325 needy children from Mesa, Apache Junction and Gilbert are
sporting brighter smiles after A.T. Still University’s Arizona School of Dentistry &
Oral Health conducted its eighth annual Give Kids a Smile treatment day.

In partnership with the Arizona Dental Foundation, Scottsdale, A.T. Still staff and
third- and fourth-year students provided free dental treatments at the school’'s
clinic as part of 1,700 similar events across the country, according to Dr. Jack
Dillenberg, dean of the dental school in Arizona. A.T. Still, a Kirksville, Mo.-
based university, established the nation’s first college of osteopathic medicine
and Arizona’s first dental school.
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“The program not only provides critical treatment to our patients but also
inspires our students to become high-quality, community-minded leaders to
serve those most in need while focusing on holistic health care, a mission of
A.T. Still University,” Dillenberg said.

Approximately 33 dentists offered their services, including 16 A.T. Still faculty
dentists, 10 alumni, and several community dentists and endodontists. In
addition, nine hygiene faculty volunteers and 30 staff volunteers assisted.
Supervised by the dentists, 240 students, 55 pre-dental students and 36 dental-
hygienist students from Mesa Community College participated.

“Participating is important for me because it provides an opportunity to both go
out into our community as well as bring our community into the clinic,” said third-
year dentistry student Jessica Lecy-Hunter a Gilbert resident who served as
student co-lead for the program “It oftentimes can be the first or only dental
experience for these kids, and we all want it to be a great experience.”

The future dentists also better understand the barriers many face in accessing
dental care and how community clinics can help overcome them, she said,
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“This event is important to me because it addresses needs in my community,”
said Brown, who grew up in Mesa and attended Johnson Elementary, one of the

participating Mesa schools. This is his fifth year participating. school study tool.
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area.
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