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MEGADETH's DAVID ELLEFSON: How Formal Training Helped Me Become Better
Musician

June 6, 2015 50 Comments

MEGADETH bassist David Ellefson stopped by for a question-and-answer session at the Mesa Community College's Summer Band Camp last
Wednesday, June 3 in Mesa, Arizona. He discussed his musical education, how it influenced his career, and he offered some advice for younger
musicians wanting to pursue music as a career path.

Speaking to Miguel Rozo, Ellefson said about his musical education (see video below): "Especially in rock and roll bands, you know... rock and roll
is sometimes just formed on an excuse to just not have to get a job and rewrite the rules and rocking out against society and school and all these
things. So people will pick up an instrument for a variety of reasons — sometimes it's just to have a voice, because they feel like in their life they
don't have a voice. And for someone like me, I started to be formally trained, though church-organ lessons and then through the tenor saxophones. So
by the time I got my hands on a bass, I could read and write music... Read it, [ should say — I could read music. But I think getting some formal
education really helps."
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He continued: "I remember reading about THE BEATLES, talking about how they, kind of, grew up in the pubs and the clubs, and there came a
point even in their career, making records, where they would bring in other orchestra musicians and various people to be on their records. And when
they learned how to speak the language rather than just, 'Third fret, E string, dude,' but being able to say, 'Let's play a G major chord, and I'll play the
root and you play the fifth,' and being able to talk in a little bit more proper musical language, I think it only helps your experience. It helps you be
less frustrated, it helps you be more economical with your time, especially in the studios, where time really is money."

Ellefson added: "I think being able to understand music and interaction... It's probably the best thing I enjoyed about playing in an orchestra band
and a jazz band — you really learn to play with dynamics. Rock bands, it's just, 'Turn everything louder than everything else,' as it's been said, but,
you know, really playing with dynamics... And even in a group like MEGADETH, we play with a lot of dynamics. With everything loud all the
time, nothing seems loud anymore. If everything is fast all the time, you sort of get numb to the impact of accelerated tempo. So I think understanding
things on a musical level helps you be certainly a much better composer and definitely a much better performer."

Tags: megadeth, david ellefson

Posted in: News

FROM THE WEB Sponsored Links by Taboola

This $15 Product is Changing a $13 Billion Industry
Harry's | Gear Patrol

Jennifer Lawrence Finally Reveals Her Outrageous Home (Photos)
LonnyMag

Adult Film’s Newest Starlet Is Insanely Hot...See For Yourself Here!
Hip Hop My Way

TV Shows Cancelled In 2015 [PHOTOS]
Perez Hilton

Ron Paul: Here’s What Next U.S. Crisis Could Look Like
Stansberry Research

A Very Smart Trick to Pay Off Your Mortgage
AmeriVALUE

http://www .blabbermouth.net/news/megadeths-david-ellefson-how-formal-training-hel ped-me-become-better-musician/ 2/6


http://www.blabbermouth.net/search?s=megadeth
http://thecrux.com/dyncontent/ron-paul-dollar-could-soon-collapse/?cid=MKT033949&eid=MKT057894&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.hiphopmyway.com/mia-khalifas-hottest-instagram-photos/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=blabbermouth&utm_content=MiaInstaUSDesktop&utm_campaign=MiaInsta
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=blabbermouth&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=hybrid-thumbs-1r:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
http://gearpatrol.com/2013/03/14/harrys/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXo4q5JHeBU
http://www.blabbermouth.net/search?s=david-ellefson
http://www.lonny.com/Jennifer+Lawrence+Buys+Jessica+Simpson%27s+Beverly+Hills+Home?utm_source=tabo&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Tabo-LN-US-Desktop-Specials-Legacy-01&utm_content=blabbermouth
http://www.blabbermouth.net/news
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=blabbermouth&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=hybrid-thumbs-1r:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
http://perezhilton.com/galleries/cancelled-tv-shows-tv-cancellations/?id=454400&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral#.VWSHe1lViko
http://amerivalue.7eer.net/c/115352/70467/1772?utm_campaign=137311&utm_medium=nativeads&utm_term=SmartTrick&utm_content=TableCash&sharedid=desktop_SmartTrick_TableCash_137311&&utm_source=blabbermouth

