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Mayor Smith: Mesa must fight for future

Mesa intends to step to the forefront of American cities and lead the way in innovation and job
creation, Mayor Scott Smith said Thursday.

“This really is a war in many ways — a war for our future,” Smith told about 500 people gathered for his
annual Mayor’s Breakfast at the Phoenix Hilton East/Mesa.

Speaking on the theme “Building the New American City,” Smith used about 70 minutes to enumerate
the accomplishments of his first 41/2 years in office and to lay out aspirations for the future.

Smith did not deliver thunderclap announcements as he did in 2011, when he rolled out the iMesa
community brainstorming project, or in 2012, when he said he would run again for mayor.

He did advance his agenda by saying he will ask the City Council to designate four “innovation
districts” as economic development hubs.

In a sense, however, that would merely formalize the direction in which Mesa has trended for years:
Downtown, the Fiesta District, Falcon Field and Gateway are emerging centers of Mesa’s economic
gravity, and much recent policymaking and infrastructure development have targeted those areas.

Smith offered few details on how they would develop.

In the downtown, unused space in the Mesa Center for Higher Education — the former court building at
245 W. Second St. — could be devoted to incubation efforts.

In the Fiesta District, he proposes a partnership with Mesa Community College to redevelop fallow
retail space.

“No matter what good things have happened, we’ve got to do better,” Smith said. “The successes of
2012 and before were not the destination. They were part of the journey. They were the beginning in
many ways.”

Building on a theme struck in recebt public appearances, Smith said he wants Mesa to become a
“multi-generational city” where families will stay for decades because of the opportunities it offers.

For that to happen, Mesa needs more jobs and better jobs, he said. But they won’t come by accident, he
warned.

He cited statistics showing that America recovered from every recession between 1945 and 1991 within
eight months. International competition has caused recent recessions to last longer and the last — the
so-called Great Recession — created unemployment that is still higher than in 2008.

Further, he said, there is a worldwide shortage of “hundreds of millions of good jobs,” and it’s just as
easy to hand one to someone in China with Internet access as it is to hand one to an American college
graduate.

The federal government, Smith said, has little interest in fixing that.

Noting that he had just returned from nearly a week in the capital for a U.S. Conference of Mayors
meeting and other events, Smith said, “I heard about the fiscal cliff. I heard just a couple things about
gun control.”

But, he said, “I didn’t hear a word about jobs,” even though mayors at the meeting agreed the health of
their cities depends on a strong economy.

“I’ve spent enough time in Washington now to know that Washington will not solve our problems,” he
said.

By Gary Nelson
The Republic | azcentral.com

Thu Jan 24, 2013 1:57 PM

NewsNews SportsSports MoneyMoney Things to doThings to do PoliticsPolitics OpinionOpinion WatchdogWatchdog TravelTravel Food & HomeFood & Home HealthHealth TrafficTraffic WeatherWeather

search: All azcentral.com 62°
Phoenix

Shopping Jobs Cars Real Estate Rentals Buy & Sell Log in Subscribe Activate e-Newspaper Help

http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130124smith-mesa-must-fight-future-prog.html#most-read
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130124smith-mesa-must-fight-future-prog.html#top-videos
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3d74/2/0/%2a/q%3B266631329%3B0-0%3B0%3B61721722%3B4307-300/250%3B51403844/51371527/1%3Bu%3D%2Cq1-31348329277_1359064483%2C12c92488820c3de%2Cfood%2Cax.10-bu.541-bd.4600-q1.food_h-q1.weath_m-q1.polit_m-ti.210-ti.173-ti.z-ti.v-ti.r-ti.i-ti.h-ti.c-ti.bo-ti.be-ti.bw-ti.bt-ti.bn-ti.bj-ti.bc-ti.bb-ti.ay-ti.au-ti.as-ti.al-cm.re_l-cm.polit_l%3B~aopt%3D2/0/27/0%3B~sscs%3D%3fhttp://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CS4H8o60BUebUI-rS0AHw7ICICfDc5v8EiNOO-mud4qCkBBABILLGgRxQz6vn6Pv_____AWDJtsiGxKPIF8gBA6gDAcgDnQSqBKoBT9A8MVYQfAJ9lvh6LS8tpINGFGSXeRvFfIxLRhU3Ey2kbdmTpZJp7zAO-KaQPJtLAe-wtOV3CrOoGUNvfig0gXowIR1pYgaSO_uDGceD3U5M0rUklTWsTWylx6V29J9sdJb9ODGIAnAwOFY_Pk-MnDIiiWTV2P4XebROJWTaDZKylFMoPYN9fd4nu9ODnHxs2QjzkttDCSprtqhfi2OXEpe_nz5koyRuGpKgBgOAB7Ci1zA&num=1&sig=AOD64_2i2W5xam5D51oIxguCXWEJS4M_BQ&client=ca-pub-6357839341372301&adurl=http://coolace.com
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130113mesa-arizona-cold-cases-prog.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130123mesa-council-criticizes-year-parks-development-plan-prog.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130102jodi-arias-murder-case-timeline-prog.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130124mesa-common-core-will-shake-up-learning.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130123mesa-early-hour-assault-latest-district-concern.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130123mesa-police-boyfriend-arrested-when-he-pulls-pellet-gun-during-argument-abrk.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130120missing-mesa-girl-found.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130102live-video-jodi-arias-murder-trial.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130122helicopter-pilot-mesa-emergency-landing.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130124pilot-tells-how-he-survived-hard-landing-in-mesa-neighborhood.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/ahwatukee/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/chandler/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/gilbert/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/glendale/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/peoria/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/pinal/
http://queencreek.azcentral.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/swvalley/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/surprise/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/tempe/
http://gannett.gcion.com/adlink/5111/331498/0/225/AdId=3671895;BnId=1;itime=64483975;nodecode=yes;link=http://www.bannerhealth.com/Locations/Arizona/Banner+Baywood+Medical+Center/Programs+and+Services/Womens+Services/Maternity+Services/Banner+Baywood+Maternity+Virtual+Tour.htm
http://www.azcentral.com/community/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/
http://www.azcentral.com/sports/
http://www.azcentral.com/business/
http://www.azcentral.com/thingstodo/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/politics/
http://www.azcentral.com/opinions/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/investigations/
http://www.azcentral.com/travel/
http://www.azcentral.com/hfe/
http://healthyliving.azcentral.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/traffic/
http://www.azcentral.com/weather/
http://phoenix.dealchicken.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/weather/
http://findnsave.azcentral.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/jobs/
http://www.cars.com/go/index.jsp?aff=azcentr
http://www.azcentral.com/realestate/
http://www.azcentral.com/realestate/republicrentals.html
http://www.azcentral.com/class/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130124smith-mesa-must-fight-future-prog.html#subscriber_login_modal
https://fullaccess.azcentral.com/
javascript:window.location = 'https://fullaccess.azcentral.com/?modal=activation&return_url='+window.location.href;
https://fullaccess.azcentral.com/subscribers/tecnavia
http://www.azcentral.com/help


AdChoices 
ADS BY PULSE 360 

30-second trick for a flat belly
This daily 30-second trick Boosts your body's #1 fat-
burning hormone
Read more...

2.5% APR Arizona Mortgage Rates
Get a $225K Mortgage $889/mo. Get a Free Quote
Now!
Get details...

2.13% Arizona Mortgage Rates
$150K Mortgage $581mo. 2.35%APR. Get a Free
Quote Now!
Get details...

GET AZCENTRAL ANYWHERE

MORE FROM AZCENTRAL

Sisters disagree on question of sleeping through
sex

Elizabeth Hurley: Super skinny not attractive with
age

FROM AROUND THE WEB

10 Things You Should Never Buy at Garage Sales
(Reader's Digest)

UPS delivery man steals iPad Mini after FedEx
delivered it (Digital Trends)

The state, he said, can only lay the groundwork for new jobs, and even at that its educational efforts
are falling short.

The much-touted “common core” curriculum moving into Arizona’s mainstream, Smith said, isn’t
enough.

“If all of our students met the standards of the common core, we’re still a second-tier country,” he said.
“Common core shouldn’t be a goal. It should be a beginning.”

So if other entities won’t fight for jobs, cities must.

“The most important challenge we face as a city in 2013 and beyond is our ability to create jobs,” Smith
said. And that means turning Mesa into an innovation hub. “Innovation is what’s going to happen to
make us successful,” he said. “We can’t rely on old strategies.”

Smith noted that Mesa showed its flexibility in 2008, when, faced with a drastic revenue shortfall, it
completely overhauled city government within a few months.

As another example, Smith cited the Mesa Fire and Medical Department’s program with Mountain Vista
Medical Center to staff medical response vehicles with health-care professionals. The model has been
drawing national attention among cities looking for ways to reduce their emergency-response costs.

Smith also mentioned ongoing efforts to “rebrand” the East Valley to take advantage of the region’s
combined assets.

“For the first time, these communities have grown together,” he said. “We have an asset base that’s
comparable to any in the world.”

Innovation districts

 Smith said Mesa will develop four “innovation districts” to seed innovation and job growth:
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