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Maricopa County Junior College District celebrates 50 years

Fifty years ago this month, the voters of Maricopa County launched the
country’s largest community-college system.

At the time, it included only Phoenix College, which had shed the “junior” in its
name as it educated scores of returning World War II veterans in the late 1940s.
Over the decades, the Maricopa County Junior College District expanded into
10 colleges with more than two dozen satellite campuses.

Natalie Vaughn, director of online marketing and social media for the district,
has been digging through archives — both digital and dusty — and has found
many interesting stories.

“It’s moving to hear people in their own words tell us we’ve helped them get a
better job to provide for their children or get that certification to make more
money in their field of expertise,” Vaughn said.

There’s no signature event to celebrate the anniversary, but the district has put
up a website and Facebook page with photos and video clips of students, staff
and faculty, both current and from years ago.

“It’s gotten people really engaged, and it’s hilarious to see the comments,” she
said.

Tom Gariepy, director of communications for the district, said the marketing
department is in the process of organizing the old materials.

“I’m an artifact fan. I think it should be digitized eventually but I think there is
nothing like seeing some of those 1960s brochures, where everything from the
logos to the typefaces are so ’60s,” he said.
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Explosive growth

Vaughn found that editing the oral histories was difficult because there are so
many interesting stories.

One is from Marshall Trimble, the state historian and a history teacher at
Scottsdale Community College, who describes himself as a reluctant student at
Phoenix College in the fall of 1956.

“I was a small-town boy who moved to the city,” he said. “One time, I quit going
to class because I was pretty immature, and my instructor said, ‘If you don’t miss
a single day the rest of the semester, I’ll give you a C.’ I kept my end of the
bargain, and figured if I went to one class, I might as well go to the others, too.

“Phoenix College gave me my boost, and I’ve always been grateful.”

Many of the faculty and staff describe the chaotic beginnings of the colleges,
when they were “extensions,” renting space in schools, department store
basements, offices and churches and passing out textbooks from the trunks of
their cars .

“People’s ability to innovate under really pioneering circumstances was
amazing,” Gariepy said.

A change in mission

That explosive growth brought a lot of tension as the system transformed its
mission, according to Richard Felnagle, an English professor at Mesa
Community College and the author of “Maricopa’s Community Colleges : The
Turbulent Evolution of an Education Giant.”

His book, published in 2000, notes a lot of unrest among administration, faculty,
the governing board and students, especially during the 1970s.

“There was a certain elitism that Phoenix College had been this little Stanford in
the desert, and if we were going to create a community-college system, what
they wanted to do was clone Phoenix College,” Felnagle said.

“But then they decided to go with more workforce training and other programs
that were not part of the traditional junior-college model, so a lot of that was
moved into another college — Maricopa Tech, which started in an old

department store and eventually evolved into GateWay.”

Felnagle’s book describes how the 1972 student orientation at Maricopa Tech was held in an X-rated
theater in downtown Phoenix, and later, a photograph of the event was altered to remove the name of the
movie from the marquis.

“That was the practical nature of the guys who were doing it, and that was their idealism. What counted was
the mission — taking the classes to the people,” Felnagle said.

The 1970s saw picketing by faculty and unrest among students.

As the 1980s came, the colleges moved toward business partnerships and workforce training. A quarter of
the 250,000 students who take classes in the system every year are in an occupational program.

Felnagle sees the future of the community-college district still tied to the county.

“If the county sees a lot of growth and expansion, the community colleges will be a source of that,” he said.

See the district’s 50th-anniversary site at celebrate.maricopa.edu.

AdChoices 
ADS BY PULSE 360 

Giant Apple iOS Tech Leap
New stock offering now on the hottest new Apple OS
developer product.
www.MassiveDynamicsCorp.com

1 Weird Tip To Erase Belly Fat
Celebrity Doctor Uncovers 1 Simple Trick To A Flat
Stomach.
Read More...

Rich Dad Poor Dad Phoenix
Rich Dad Poor Dad Education. Free financial
workshops Dec. 11th - 14th
Learn more...

GET AZCENTRAL ANYWHERE

Download your free copy of
Tota l  Kid, an interactive
digi ta l  parenting magazine
fi l led with trending heal th
topics , videos , tips  and
activi ties . Sponsored by
Banner Heal th.

azcentral.com
mobile editions

Get azcentra l .com on
your phones  and
tablets  for the latest
news, sports , video,
photos  and much more
from azcentra l , The
Arizona Republ ic and
12 News.
» Get azcentral.com
mobile!
» Android | iPad | iPhone
| iPhone Sports

From our sponsor

Banner Children's Total Kid for iPad

http://gannett.gcion.com/adlink/5111/331378/0/154/AdId=3601228;BnId=2;itime=119446638;nodecode=yes;link=http://www.bannerhealth.com/Locations/Arizona/Banner+Good+Samaritan+Medical+Center/_Banner+Good+Samaritan+Medical+Center+Home.htm
http://www.azcentral.com/thingstodo/celebrities/free/20121126anna-nicole-smith-daughter-guess-model.html
http://www.azcentral.com/news/free/20121120pcp-condom-wrapped-bottle-leaks-killing-woman.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/chandler/articles/20121119chandler-women-accused-assaulting-men-abrk.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/20121101phoenix-library-overdue-items.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/20121126phoenix-symphony-music-healing.html
http://www.openforum.com/articles/why-richard-branson-gave-400000-to-an-18-year-old
http://skift.com/2012/11/26/that-theoretical-hotel-keycard-hack-you-heard-about-this-summer-is-no-longer-just-a-theory/
http://www.devry.edu/know-how/top-5-cyber-security-threats-that-could-affect-your-life/
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Articles/2011/07/13/10-Insanely-Overpaid-Public-Employees.aspx
http://www.livebetteramerica.com/healthy-living/health/diabetes/articles/early-diabetes-warning-signs-you-shouldnt-ignore
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/20121109maricopa-district-celebrates-anniversary.html#
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/20121109maricopa-district-celebrates-anniversary.html#
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/20121109maricopa-district-celebrates-anniversary.html#
http://www.pulse360.com/clear_ad_choice.html
http://gannett.gcion.com/adlink/5111/2423105/0/170/AdId=3565342;BnId=2;itime=119446709;nodecode=yes;link=http://www.pitajungle.com/win
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/20121109maricopa-district-celebrates-anniversary.html#azcanywhere-panel-mobile
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/20121109maricopa-district-celebrates-anniversary.html#azcanywhere-panel-sms
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/20121109maricopa-district-celebrates-anniversary.html#azcanywhere-panel-email
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/20121109maricopa-district-celebrates-anniversary.html#azcanywhere-panel-twitter
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/20121109maricopa-district-celebrates-anniversary.html#azcanywhere-panel-fb
http://mobile.azcentral.com/
http://mobile.azcentral.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/wireless/android.html
http://www.azcentral.com/help/ipad.html
http://www.azcentral.com/wireless/iphone.html
http://www.azcentral.com/wireless/iphone-azcsports.html
http://totalkid.azcentral.com/


11/28/12 Maricopa County Junior College District celebrates 50 years

3/3www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/20121109maricopa-district-celebrates-anniversary.html

 

Ignore (Live Better America)

[?]

 

Investigations Saving Arizona's  Chi ldren

AZ Fact Check Immigration

Arizona's  American Indians Boomer101

Economic Snapshot Western Jobs

Ci ty Comparison Guide My Town

Air We Breathe Fiesta  Bowl  Investigation

Republ ic 100 Ask & Answered

AZ Storytel lers My Neighborhood

2012 Olympics Sheri ff Joe Arpaio

Who's  Who In Bus iness Val ley Home Values

POPULAR TOPICS SITEMAP

Homepage

Healthy Living

Bus iness  & Entrepreneurship

Bus iness

Food & Home

News

Photos

Sports

Things  To Do

Travel

Getaway Tips

Videos

Weather

More of azcentral.com

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Advertise with Republ ic Media

Careers  at The Republ ic

FCC Onl ine Publ ic Inspection

Fi le

EEO Publ ic Fi le Report

Careers  at 12 News

Contact The Republ ic

Media  In Education

Privacy Pol icy

Subscriber Services

Subscribe to The Republ ic

Terms  of Service

PARTNERS

USA Today

Gannett Co. Inc.

Apartments : apartments .com

Cars : cars .com

Dating: eHarmony.com

Homes: Homefinder.com

HomeGain

Jobs : CareerBui lder.com

Local  Bus inesses

Shopping: ShopLocal .com

© 2012 azcentral.com. All rights reserved. | Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service, Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights and Ad Choices 

http://www.livebetteramerica.com/healthy-living/health/diabetes/articles/early-diabetes-warning-signs-you-shouldnt-ignore
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/20121109maricopa-district-celebrates-anniversary.html#
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3d3b/c/58/%2a/h;265373758;0-0;0;90965977;3454-728/90;51635589/51601197/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://a1.interclick.com/icaid/372762/tid/70ed3da7-8419-4cc8-88de-dd4e7f3d818c/click.ic?http%3a%2f%2fwww.hamra.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/investigations/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/child-abuse/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/election/azelections/azfactcheck/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/immigration/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/native-americans/
http://www.azcentral.com/health/arizona-baby-boomers/family.html
http://www.azcentral.com/business/economy-report/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/old-west-jobs/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/cityguides/index.php
http://www.azcentral.com/community/neighborhood/map-index.php?community=Ahwatukee
http://www.azcentral.com/news/air-quality/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/bcs/
http://www.azdatapages.com/datacenter/business/arizona-republic-top-100.html
http://www.azcentral.com/news/ask/
http://www.azcentral.com/storytellers/
http://www.azcentral.com/neighborhood/draw.php
http://www.azcentral.com/sports/olympics/olydex.html
http://www.azcentral.com/news/arpaio/arpaio-index.html
http://www.azcentral.com/projects/business/whos-who/2012/
http://www.azcentral.com/realestate/homevalues/homevalues.php
http://www.azcentral.com/
http://healthyliving.azcentral.com/
http://yourbusiness.azcentral.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/business/
http://www.azcentral.com/hfe/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/
http://www.azcentral.com/photo/
http://www.azcentral.com/sports/
http://www.azcentral.com/thingstodo/
http://www.azcentral.com/travel/
http://getawaytips.azcentral.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/video/
http://www.azcentral.com/weather/
http://republicmediasolutions.com/
https://performancemanager4.successfactors.com/career?company=Gannett&site=c0FtaHpCcFg3cG89
http://www.azcentral.com/12news/community/articles/20120813kpnx-knaz-FCC-online-inspection-report.html
http://www.azcentral.com/12news/about12/KPNX_2012_Phoenix_EEO.pdf
http://www.azcentral.com/12news/about12/jobs12.html
http://www.azcentral.com/help/articles/contact.html
http://nieonline.com/azcentral/index.cfm
http://www.azcentral.com/help/articles/privacy_en.html
http://subscriber.azcentral.com/
https://subscribe.azcentral.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/help/articles/info-privacy.html
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.gannett.com/
http://www.apartments.com/
http://www.cars.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;229357293;53349330;l?http://gannett.eharmony.com/dating&cid=1023&aid=3310&cmd=registration-profile-opt
http://www.homefinder.com/
http://www.homegain.com/
http://www.careerbuilder.com/
http://localdirectory.azcentral.com/
http://localshopping.azcentral.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/help/articles/info-privacy.html
http://www.azcentral.com/help/articles/privacy_en.html
http://www.azcentral.com/help/articles/privacy_en.html#adchoices
http://www.gannett.com/

