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Ten Lowland Leopard frogs were released to a pond at the outdoor-laboratory cienega at Mesa Community

College at Red Mountain on Nov. 18.

It was almost nine as one escaped early from its container. But Dr. Andrew Holycross, who teaches introductory
biology at the college, 7110 E. McKellips Road, went to the ground and crawled and caught it, placing it gingerly
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into its new home.

(An exclusive video of college officials and children releasing the frogs — and of Dr. Holycross scrambling for one
— follows.)

Lowland Leopard frogs released into MCC's cienega

10 military veterans picked for Dream Flights

5 || They flew in open-cockpit, 2-seat biplane at Falcon Field Airport in Mesa
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Darrell Woolf, second from left, a Mesa Community College lab
tech and exhibit curator, reacts with Sam Cauthen, 5, and Elena
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Cauthen, 6, as a Lowland Leopard frog is released in a pond at
the outdoor-laboratory cienega at Mesa Community College at
Red Mountain, 7110 E. McKellips Road. At left is Maricopa
Community Colleges board member Jean McGrath. (Photo by
Richard H. Dyer, Mesa Independent)

Helping release the frogs were Elena Cauthen, 6, and Sam Cauthen, 5, their mother, Megan Cauthen, an adjunct
instructor, said.

“I liked it because | never saw a frog for real life and it bounced,” Elena said.

“I'letit out. When it was sideways, like a rectangle, itjumped out,” Sam said of the container with the frog.

MCC board member Jean McGrath releases frog into cienega

-

Patrick J. Burkhart, Mesa Community College at Red Mountain

provost (kneeling, fourth from left) releases a Lowland Leopard

frog in a pond at the outdoor-laboratory cienega at the college,

7110 E. McKellips Road. (Photo by Richard H. Dyer, Mesa
Independent)

The frog releases were part of a celebration of the completion of the final phase of the cienega at Mesa
Community College at Red Mountain. The cienega of primarily native plantand animal species was constructed
in 2010 and is used for some life-sciences classes. It has a biofiltered recirculating system of primarily reclaimed
water.

“We’re here to kind of acknowledge the final touches on this incredibly unique resource and itis a special day,”
Patrick J. Burkhart, Mesa Community College at Red Mountain provost, said at the celebration.

The fourth and final phase of the cienega was the installation of educational signage. The signs were funded
through a $54,736 Heritage Grant from Arizona Game and Fish Department to educate and alert visitors of the
sensitive nature of the cienega and provide information on the importance and natural history of desert wetlands
and the species that live within this unique habitat, according to a press release.

“These signs represent not only the completion of a six-year journey to providing our students and public with a
top-notch exhibit and reserve, but also the commitment of the Red Mountain team to MCC’s mission,” Dr.
Holycross said in a press release.
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One of the new signs. (Photo by Richard H. Dyer, Mesa
Independent)

Jim Bolek, senior designer at JRC Design in Phoenix, said at the celebration that an illustrator, Zack Zdinak, did
the artwork and JRC Design did the layouts on steel posts. “They gave us the information and then we wrote the
stories that went with it,” he said.

Signs explain what a cienega is — Spanish for “marsh” or “swamp”; and what wildlife may be seen there, from
tortoises to endangered pupfish and longfin dace fish.

“This attracts native wildlife. You can come out here some mornings and find Blue Herons eating endangered
pupfish here in our cienega. And it's OK because they don’t all get eaten. We see roadrunners in here, lizards —
native wildlife comes in here and it uses this area as well,” Dr. Holycross said at the celebration. “This is a
classroom. You are in a Red Mountain classroom right now. We have biology classes that come out here.”

The first phase of the cienega project was the installation of a wetland surrounded by native vegetation in the
campus’ central courtyard. It was completed in April 2010 with the introduction of longfin dace fish to the pond.
Phase two, completed in 2012, involved the installation of a gated 3-foot barrier fence to protect cienega wildlife.

Tortoises were introduced in October of the same year. Phase three involved the introduction of populations of
endangered wildlife in cooperation with Arizona Game and Fish Department; the United States Department of the
Interior Fish and Wildlife Service; and the Phoenix Zoo, according to the release.

Endangered desert pupfish were introduced in November 2014 and are thriving, according to the release. (See a
story and video from the Mesa Independent newspaper at http:/mesaindependent.com/news/endangered-
pupfish-find-new-home-in-mcc-refuge-pondy/.)

Managing Editor Richard Dyer can be contacted at 480-982-7799, via e-mail rdyer@newszap.com or at
twitter.com/rhdyer.
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