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Story and photo by Danny
L. White

The Omega Gents of Las
Vegas ventured into the
Grand Canyon state
recently to visit Arizona’s
institutions of higher
education, Grand Canyon
University, Mesa

Community College and

Arizona State University.
Members of the Uplift

Foundation of Nevada, a MCC Director of Recruitment and Retention Greg Reents (kneeling) and
members of the Omega Gents on the campus at Mesa Community College.

To celebrate 45 years, we're having a photo

contest each week. If you can identify this
non-profit organization

founded in 2003, made it

possible for a dozen plus young men to “rode trip” to Arizona.

individual you could win a prize! Send your

submissions to rigrime@gmail.com

The young men had the opportunity to visit and engage other African American youth and college staff in terms

of opportunities and educational paths offered at each institution. Omega Youth Leadership founder Larry Ross BLACK THEATRE TROUPE & UWP JR.
and local advisors collaborated with the Nevada group to ensure a full slate of activities. OYL is a youth

initiative of the Phi lota, which is a Phoenix graduate chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. Omega

Gents Director Maurice Page and advisors Khary Black, Darron Hodge and Miquel Sanchez accompanied the

young men on their visits.
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During the groups visit to Mesa CC, the director of Recruitment and Retention Greg Reents, ASMCC
President Aaron Mixon, and members of the campus NAACP College Division Chapter, greeted and gave

tours to the Nevada group, and answered questions regarding campus resources and classes.

“This is a dynamic group of young men and we would be honored and welcome each of them to our campus,”

shared Reents, whose excitement and enthusiasm made the young men'’s visit all the more enjoyable.

Grand Canyon University Academic Advisor Marquis Scott engaged the inquisitive group on the opportunities
afforded them with a GCU experience. GCU with it's expanded campus and religious roots provided an

interesting visit for the visiting group.

“Arizona and Nevada are very similar in climate and the states are only several hours apart — and Arizona is
not California or LA. Nothing against LA or California, but the cost of living in California is much higher than

Arizona and the 10/17 freeways or much easier to navigate than the 405,” offered Hodge.

In spite of the rising cost of college, it still pays to acquire a college education versus not attending college. The
key is to find the college and program that works best for you. Like the Omega Gents, travel a bit and check

the school out.
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Up with Pecple dunice

A global day camp
experience

for the next generation.

Ages 8-11

Up with People Jr. - a 2-week performing arts
summer camp for kids ages 8-11, May 31-
June 10 at The Black Theatre (1333 E.
Washington St, Phx) Email
phoenix@uwpijr.org call 480-204-2102 for

more info

AARP HOSTS SHRED-A-THON APRIL 30

Fight
fraud—

shred
instead!

Shred tax returns, bills, medical records and

other personal documents to prevent identity

theft. Free Event Sat. April 30 9AM to 2PM at
the First Institutional Baptist Church, 1141 E.

Jefferson Street in Phoenix.
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-Keeps quality teachers

-Doesn't raise taxes

-$3.5 billion into classrooms
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