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For Valleyresidents driving along the Santan Loop 202
freeway — specifically those heading eastbound
toward Chandler and Gilbert — there’s a large
billboard that comes into view approaching the Loop
101 interchange.

“Phoenixis now a DI College town,” it says,
referencing Grand Canyon University's rise to NCAA
Division | status this upcoming school year.

Photo courtesy AZBillboard.com

But what some of those drivers — many of them
presumably East Valley residents — may not know is

Grand Canyon Unive rsity that they could have an opportunity to join the team.

Drivers heading eastbound on the Santan Loop 202 freeway Phoenix-based GCU was hoping to start construction

may notice this billboard, situated between Interstate 10 and the  this summer on an East Valley satellite campus to .

Loop 101, referencing Grand Canyon University's move to NCAA  open in the fall, but the university had to delay plans EV Grad uatlon 2013: TOp
Division | status for athletics this fall. Grand Canyon officialssay ~ and is hoping to reach a decision in the next 30 to 60

they're close to deciding on a spot for a sattelite campus, likely days. Of The Class

in either Mesa or Gilbert. [Photo courtesy AZBillboard.com]

Right now the focus is on Mesa and Gilbert for a new
location, and “there isn’ta need to rush” said William
Jenkins, vice president for the Office of
Communications and Public Affairs at GCU.

The current goal for the university is to open one building in 2015 and open a new building about every two
years to match enroliment.

Jenkins said enrollmentis the main determinate of how quickly the process will take, but GCU is looking at
completing the projectin 4-5 years with four new buildings total.

GCU is alreadyin the middle of renovating its 115 acre main campus’ student union building and two of its
student dormitories. By comparison, Arizona State University's Tempe campus is about 700 acres.

“We currently have 6,500 students attending our Phoenix campus, and our goal is to grow this campus to Top Of the Class Of
15,000 students by the fall of 2015,” said presidentand CEO Brian Mueller in the university's 2012 annual R .
report 2013: Presenting the

East Valley's top high
school grads

Raise your caps and don your gowns: It's
graduation month!

Jenkins said GCU is hoping that a potential East Valley campus will add an additional 5,000-7,000 students.

The project was announced at the end of 2012 and other cities in Arizona were considered, as well as locales
outside Arizona like Albuguerque, NMand Las Vegas.

Instead of accelerating growth for its Phoenix campus or online program, which is about 85 percent of
enroliment according to GCU’s annual report, Jenkins said university leadership wanted to take a look at other More From EV Graduation
opportunities for student growth. 2013: TOP Of The Class
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“More students want to commute than live on campus.” Top of the Class of 2013: Chandler High
School

Keith Blanchard, deputy director for the Arizona State Board for Private Postsecondary Education, said the
board hasn’t received an application from GCU to add a new campus, but that it will likely receive one for
approval when a location is decided.

Top of the Class of 2013: Chandler's Hamilton
High School

Top of the Class of 2013: Chandler's Basha
According to the Maricopa Community Colleges transfer student data for the 2011-2012 academic year, there High School

were 3,676 undergraduates who transferred 12 or more credits from a Maricopa Community College to GCU. Top of the Class of 2013: Chandler's Perry
High School (located in Gilbert)

Limse Thor, coordinator of enroliment services at Mesa Community College, said he thinks if GCU were to

choose Mesa as a new campus location it would be a plus for MCC. Top of the Class of 2013: Mesa's Mountain

View High School

Thor said MCC has a great partnership with ASU already, but itis developing stronger relations with other Top of the Class of 2013: Mesa's Red
universities to transfer students. ASU having to compete a little harder for MCC’s students is the only potential Mountain High School

fallout he can foresee if GCU were to planta campus.
u ! W P pu Top of the Class of 2013: Mesa High School

“Theyll do what they can to get our students after freshman, sophomore year,” Thor said. He added students Top of the Class of 2013: Mesa's Skyline High
willing to transfer could make themselves more marketable for scholarships. School
Top of the Class of 2013: Mesa's Dobson
Skip Derra, media relations officer for ASU, said at ASU, “we see ourselves as a completely different institution High School
(than GCU).”
Top of the Class of 2013: Mesa's Westwood
High School
Cathy Chlarson, director of marketing, PR and communications for Chandler-Gilbert Community College,
provided statistics showing thatin spring 2012, there were 20 CGCC students from fall 2011 that attended Top of the Class of 2013: Gilbert's Campo
GCU between Jan. 1 and the end of May that same year. In comparison, there were 624 CGCC transfers to Verde High School

ASU in that same time period. - -
Top of the Class of 2013: Gilbert Classical

Academy
Chlarson said if GCU were to choose the Gilbert and Chandler area, it would be a positive for the community
and CGCC'’s students because they would have more opportunity. Top of the Class of 2013: Gilbert High School
Top of the Class of 2013: Gilbert's Highland
GCU was founded in 1949 as a non-profit liberal arts college, and was purchased byinvestors in Feb. 2004 High School

and turned into a for-profit, private Christian university.
Top of the Class of 2013: Gilbert's Desert

Ridge High School (located in Mesa)

As of Dec. 31, 2012 ithad approximately 52,300 enrolled students across all platforms.
Top of the Class of 2013: Higley High School

Aaron, a senior studying journalism at Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication, is an Top of the Class of 2013: Higley's Williams
intern for the East Valley Tribune. Contact him at (480) 898-6514 or tribintern@evtrib.com. Field High School

Top of the Class of 2013: Gilbert's Mesquite
High School

Top of the Class of 2013: Tempe High School

More about  Geography Of Arizona
Top of the Class of 2013: Tempe's Marcos de
ARTICLE: EV Weather: Winds again in fire zone Thursday, Valley highsto hit 106 Niza High School

ARTICLE: Mesa bridge collapse kills 1, injures 2nd at Loop 202 site (updated, w/ video)
- - Top of the Class of 2013: Tempe's Corona del
ARTICLE: Valley officials, preservationists converge at Mesa conference Sol High School

ARTICLE: Woman killed after being stuck by vehicle on I-10 in Chandler
Top of the Class of 2013: Tempe's McClintock

High School
More about  North Central Association Of Colleges And Schools

Top of the Class of 2013: Tempe's Desert
ARTICLE: Registration open this month for Mesa's GED to MCC program Vista High School (located in Ahwatukee)

ARTICLE: ASU launches investor grooming program
Top of the Class of 2013: Tempe's Mountain
Pointe High School (located in Ahwatukee)

ARTICLE: Mesa, ASU to partner on tech business accelerator program

ARTICLE: Man pleads not guilty in killing of ASU student found bound in bathtub

More about Education
Iframe/JavaScript:

ARTICLE: Mesa schools work to bring back dropouts; state graduation rate below U.S. average

ARTICLE: Tyree: Toy gun buyback? Just shoot me

ARTICLE: Letter: Sinema proving to be inspirational

ARTICLE: Mesa schools put district assessments on 'hiatus' as new standards put in place
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Posted in Education, Gilbert, Chandler, Mesa, Local, Tempe, Queen creek, Apache junction on Thursday, June 20, 2013
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