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Michelle Barton, a teacher at
Ward Traditional Academy in
the Tempe Elementary School

District, has been named 2012 Middle
School Teacher of the Year by Mesa
Community College’s Center for
Economic Education. 

Barton is a graduate of Arizona
State University and has taught pre-
algebra, algebra and geometry at Ward
since 2009.

She is recognized for integrating

the standards-based Stock Market
Game into her math curriculum and
sponsoring Ward’s Economics Club.

She is one of a small number of
math instructors who has attended
training MCC’s Center for Economic
Education and is using this
programming to address the emergence
of common core requirements in the
middle school curriculum.

Winners included Tempe Elementary’s Michelle Barton, third from left, Middle School
Teacher of the Year. Others attending were, from left, Ardie Sturdivant, principal of
Ward Traditional Academy; Greg Pratt, director of Center for Economic Education;
and John Balentine, director of K-12 Social Studies.

MCC honors go to Tempe teacher

— TEACHER, Page 23
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 A/C
 Emission
 Major & Minor Repairs
 Auto/Import & Domestic

Practicing Mechanic 
KEVIN KINNARD

We Fix $49.00 Tuneups

and $69.00 Brake Jobs

Appt (480) 961-1483
Mess (602) 259-1206

Find Out What Your
Home is Worth

On-Line
Visit:

www.EastValleyOnLineHomeValues.com
Cactus Rose Realty (2012) Ltd.

#ROC244568 C-42 Bonded and Insured
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480-200-9037WWW.JCECOMPANY.COM

CUSTOM REMODELING SPECIALIST

JCE Company

FREE ESTIMATES
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“Quality is not just a word, it’s everything we do!”
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CUSTOM REMODELING SPECIALIST
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“Quality is not just a word, it’s everything we do!”

10% OFF
Repair
Labor

Three Levels of Weekly Service 
to Meet Your Needs
All Types of Equipment Repairs, 
Replacements, Troubleshooting
Expert GREEN Pool Cleanup
Filter Cleans, Motors, Pumps
Low Chlorine Alternative Available
Reasonable Rates for 
Professional Dedicated Service

Dedicated to keeping
your pool clean, 

healthy & enjoyable!

References Available 

Pool Operator
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CALL ME TODAY.
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O 480.833.1041
F 480.833.0202

COMPLETE PAINTING  24 HOUR TOWING
FRAME RACK   LAZER BEAM ALIGNER

                TRI-CITY
AUTO BODY & TOWING

Beyond her creativity in applying a social
studies-based activity to mathematics instruction, she
models collaboration and community building though
her work with language arts and social studies
colleagues.

“Integrating economics into my curriculum has
allowed me to bring math to life,” said Barton.
“Students always used to ask me, ‘When will I ever
use this?’ Introducing concepts like slope, graphing
and linear equations using the Stock Market Game
allowed me to show students a real-life application
before they even thought to ask.”

The outcomes of Barton’s mentoring are
reflected in the results of the Fall 2012 Arizona Stock
Market Game: Ward student teams captured first and
second place in the elementary division and swept
first, second and third places in the middle school
division. The first-place elementary team and first-
and second-place middle school teams were
comprised entirely of females.

The Center for Economic Education supports
innovation in economics instruction across the
curriculum and across grade levels in Arizona. 

John Balentine, director of K-12 Social Studies at
the Arizona Department of Education, said: “Today’s
employers are seeking graduates that have key skills
of critical thinking, problem-solving and
collaboration. 

“Arizona’s teachers and students are fortunate to
have a cross-curricular resource. The Stock Market
Game, hosted by the Arizona Council on Economic
Education, develops these skills and helps ensure all
of our students are prepared for college, career and
civic life.”

— By Angela Askey

Teacher
From Page 21


