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Mesa Community College receives agriculture grant
from EPA

Posted: Monday, September 29, 2014 6:45 am

By Trevor Godfrey, Tribune

Mesa Community College has received a grant
from the EPA totaling just more than $80,000,
which it plans to use for stimulating interest and
education in a variety of new agriculture
techniques best suited to Mesa’s increasingly
urban environment.

“This environmental education effort will teach
employable skills to students and enable them
to become environmental stewards,” said Jared
Blumenfeld, EPA’s regional administrator for the
Pacific Southwest, in a press release. “The
hands-on experience that Mesa Community
College students will receive is unparalleled and
will serve as a model for similar institutions
nationwide.”

Peter Conden, director of MCC’s Urban
Horticulture Program, said when he took over
the program, there was a need to place

agricultural studies on the back burner due to a simple lack of general interest in the subject, but
the new Innovative Center for Urban Agriculture will bring it back to the front in a big way.

“After reviewing the program … it seemed like agriculture was really important, still, but it needed
to reflect the community,” Conden said. “People really want to learn how to grow food, now more
than ever.”

That means that educators need to teach urbanites to grow food anywhere from a community

Submitted

Mesa Community College Urban
Horticulture Program

Mesa Community College's Urban Horticulture
Program involves individuals from around the
community. (From Left) Preston Cameron-MCC,
Peter Conden-MCC, George Brooks-RighTrac,
Inc., Bob Bonura-MCC, Jim Hicks-RighTrac, Inc.,
Lawrence Robinson-Roosevelt School District.

Advanced Search
 GO

http://ads.itzdigital.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/eastvalleytribune/local/mesa/article/1650904654/x06/default/empty.gif/6a4d5a4c783151706861494142613447?x
http://ads.itzdigital.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/eastvalleytribune/local/mesa/article/1650904654/x06/default/empty.gif/6a4d5a4c783151706861494142613447?x
http://ads.itzdigital.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/eastvalleytribune/local/mesa/article/1016544659/x05/default/empty.gif/6a4d5a4c783151706861494142613447?x
http://ads.itzdigital.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/eastvalleytribune/local/mesa/article/1016544659/x05/default/empty.gif/6a4d5a4c783151706861494142613447?x
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/calendar/#/grid/2014/09/29
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/calendar/#/grid/2014/09/30
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/calendar/#/grid/2014/10/01
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/calendar/#/grid/2014/10/02
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/calendar/#/grid/2014/10/03
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/calendar/#/grid/2014/10/04
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/calendar/#/grid/2014/10/05
http://www.spingo.com/submit?AffiliateID=507
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/calendar
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/videos
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/videos/youtube_f53c5f06-2d64-11e4-ab3a-0019bb2963f4.html
http://ads.itzdigital.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/eastvalleytribune/local/mesa/article/L28/276247286/Right1/ARIZONA/New_Mesa_Dental_EVT/NewMesaDental.gif/6a4d5a4c783151706861494142613447?x
http://ads.itzdigital.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/eastvalleytribune/local/mesa/article/1371275058/x01/default/empty.gif/6a4d5a4c783151706861494142613447?x
http://ads.itzdigital.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/eastvalleytribune/local/mesa/article/1371275058/x01/default/empty.gif/6a4d5a4c783151706861494142613447?x
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/services/contact_us
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/services/about_us
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/services/advertising_info
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/services/careers
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/eedition
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/newsletter/signup
javascript:void(0)
https://eastvalleytribune-dot-com.bloxcms.com/users/signup/?referer_url=/local/mesa/article_a1abd496-45da-11e4-af68-17243f4fb419.html
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/search/?d=today&t=article,link,collection,video,youtube
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/weather?zipcode=
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/weather?zipcode=
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/local/
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/local/mesa/
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/local/gilbert/
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/local/chandler/
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/local/tempe/
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/weather
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/discover_mesa/
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/discover_gilbert/
http://eastvalleytribune.com/eedition/page_7116e008-1d9b-11e4-9faf-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/article_389b6688-b5cf-11e3-a706-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/article_fcbf994e-e6b2-11e3-9077-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/local/
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/local/mesa/
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/local/mesa/article_a1abd496-45da-11e4-af68-17243f4fb419.html?mode=story
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/local/mesa/article_a1abd496-45da-11e4-af68-17243f4fb419.html#facebook-comments
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=&related=evtnow%2Ctownnews&text=Mesa%20Community%20College%20receives%20agriculture%20grant%20%20from%20EPA&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastvalleytribune.com%2Flocal%2Fmesa%2Farticle_a1abd496-45da-11e4-af68-17243f4fb419.html%23.VCmFpDr-KN8.twitter&via=evtnow
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastvalleytribune.com%2Flocal%2Fmesa%2Farticle_a1abd496-45da-11e4-af68-17243f4fb419.html
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastvalleytribune.com%2Flocal%2Fmesa%2Farticle_a1abd496-45da-11e4-af68-17243f4fb419.html&related=evtnow%2Ctownnews&text=Mesa%20Community%20College%20receives%20agriculture%20grant%20%20from%20EPA&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastvalleytribune.com%2Flocal%2Fmesa%2Farticle_a1abd496-45da-11e4-af68-17243f4fb419.html%23.VCmGKyAP16U.twitter&via=evtnow
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastvalleytribune.com%2Flocal%2Fmesa%2Farticle_a1abd496-45da-11e4-af68-17243f4fb419.html
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/content/tncms/live/
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/content/tncms/live/
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/local/mesa/article_a1abd496-45da-11e4-af68-17243f4fb419.html?mode=print
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/local/mesa/article_a1abd496-45da-11e4-af68-17243f4fb419.html?mode=image&photo=0
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/search?t=article&l=25&d1=1+year+ago&f=html&advanced=true


TweetTweet 6

TweetTweet 6

Discuss Print

More From This Site
Police searching for 3 suspects in Tempe home
invasion

Judge accepts guilty plea by car wash chain owner

Outliars Comedy Club opens Chandler location

Arizona man arrested in Tempe after posting ad on
Craigslist looking to have sex with female dog

Williams Field football vacates four wins after

From Around The Web
21 Things You Should Never Buy at Garage Sales
(Reader's Digest)

Driven to Laughter – 16 Hilarious Road Signs
(Reader's Digest)

This Is What Venus Williams' House Looked Like
When She Sold It To Ellen Page (Lonny Magazine)

New-type dengue virus found in Japan (Nikkei

Share

Share

garden to their own backyards. Conden intends to focus on teaching aquaponics, a method of
combining traditional agriculture and hydroponics to create a animal/plant system that creates
its own nutrients for raising and growing both.

“The grant was for the environmental education,” Conden said. “We figure what’s a better way to
teach people environmental education than through aquaponics?”

The program is divided into several stages, but it includes teaching seminars on gardening and
sub-granting to aquaponics STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) programs in local
school districts. The college has already partnered with the Roosevelt School District.

“We are truly excited to have this unique opportunity to partner with the U.S. EPA on developing a
Center for Urban Agriculture Program at Mesa Community College,” said Shouan Pan, MCC’s
president, in a press release. “This model program promises to promote environmental education
and advance a growing industry.”

MCC is also looking for volunteers to help run the organic farm that will be established.

People interested should contact Conden at peter.conden@mesacc.edu.

Contact writer: (480) 898-6581 or tgodfrey@evtrib.com. Follow him on Twitter at

@trevoregodfrey.
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