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Members of the city of Mesa Early Childhood Education Taskforce pose for a photo while visiting an Early Childhood education
program in San Antonio, Texas. (Photo courtesy of city of Mesa)

About a year and a half ago, Mesa Vice Mayor David Luna said he and other city officials realized that too many
young children in Mesa were coming to kindergarten unprepared.

This realization, Mr. Luna said, stemmed from a conversation that Mesa Public Schools Superintendent Michael
Cowan had with Mesa Mayor John Giles about the number of children who were behind on day No. 1 of
kindergarten.

“Throughout the country, we have found that many cities are embracing early childhood education,” Mr. Luna said.
“This is not an issue specific to Mesa or even Arizona; this is a national issue. The superintendent encouraged the
mayor to embrace opportunities to support pre­k education in Mesa.”

Mr. Cowan and Mr. Giles were unavailable for comment.

Because of Mr. Giles’ conversation with Mr. Cowan, Mr. Luna said the mayor created the Early Childhood
Education Taskforce in November 2015. The taskforce, comprised of society education, business and health
leaders and experts, convened in December 2015 and worked for six months.

Today, only 36 percent of 3­ and 4­year­olds are enrolled in an early care and education program compared to 48
percent of 3­ and 4­year­olds nationally, according to the taskforce’s final report released in May 2016.

As a result, 31,238 children under the age of 5 in Mesa do not have access to a childcare education program and
existing early care and education facilities can currently serve a maximum of 14,886 children under 5, according

Subscribe to
RSS

Follow on
Twitter

Join us on
Facebook

Sign­up for
Newsletter

adver t isement

'16 Ram 1500

$34,887
View Details

adver t isement

Arizona Police Departments Urge Residents To
Carry New Flashlights With Them At All Times

READER SERVICES CLASSIFIEDS BIZSEARCH OBITUARIES SPECIAL SECTIONS ENEWSLETTER FIND THE INDEPENDENT

Business Education Neighbors Entertainment News Opinions Galleries Police/Fire Sports

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtXwnzBLsWLS2F9Sn-gO7qaPYCOjqi71Ii7Lm6vMEwI23ARABIJW95RZgybbIhsSjyBegAfH5zskDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAObBKoE9gFP0FcJqbJTZJT5xpLr8fLPsZvVm6o58WFrSfP7-F_JR0jQ8zySi7xcdWVZqA1Wo_yOxMN9m2ukoCsf_tf7C-iDXanCh8lfCJkqq3moeZPkQeBfGZW6xljjS1fGeKMQo2HJ3CESLMJJno98_KQabgeqRDuf3co4WgcBeopYzFR_plTz5rFJVwL9sBttOVgiXNk28OWqEAfCz3OdMSwltTLW9pnwSdZ8MACvcmT-9AP9Y82maDWUHP4NhnEcRjJSm6vwb5X4mO4npthDbE8Zbgz7cn0A8JMkMdp_C80yK45iCa1iJOlKaclQ6HDZIx5--CzcZyaFtb_gBAGgBi6AB5_w6l6oB6a-G9gHANIIBQiAYRAB2BMM&num=1&cid=CAASEuRolfoSzg_cHvqlWhCTgjFgPQ&sig=AOD64_0FouWGXE1E0TulBc4WS8r_j76_kQ&client=ca-pub-7443935750541939&adurl=https://www.lyft.com/drive-with-lyft%3Fv%3Dcity-phx-2%26ref%3D500R150D45%26adname%3DDriver_3Step_Responsive.jpg%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_campaign%3DDriver_PHX_Display_DSK%26adgroup%3Dgeneral%26placement%3Dmesaindependent.com%26device%3Dc%26location%3D9030030%26devicemodel%3D%26keyword%3D%26creative%3D189713996538
http://mesaindependent.com/
http://mesaindependent.com/section/education/
http://mesaindependent.com/byline/joe-jacquez/
http://mesaindependent.com/byline/special-to-the-independent/
http://mesaindependent.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/AZ-EV-Mesa-Early-Childhood-Education-Taskforce-040817.jpg
http://mesaaz.gov/city-hall/advisory-boards-committees/early-childhood-education-task-force
https://issuu.com/cityofmesa/docs/early_childhood_education_task_forc
http://feeds.feedblitz.com/mesaindependent
http://twitter.com/MesaIndependent
http://www.facebook.com/MesaIndependent
http://mesaindependent.com/enewsletter/
http://mesaindependent.com/
http://www.arizonaclassifieds.newszap.com/
http://arizonaclassifieds.newszap.com/marketplace/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/newszapaz/
http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Tiles2.aspx?sortby=type&type=Arizona
http://mesaindependent.com/enewsletter/
http://mesaindependent.com/find-paper/
http://mesaindependent.com/section/business/
http://mesaindependent.com/section/education/
http://mesaindependent.com/section/neighbors/
http://mesaindependent.com/section/entertainment/
http://mesaindependent.com/section/news/
http://mesaindependent.com/section/opinions/
http://mesaindependent.com/section/galleries/
http://mesaindependent.com/section/police-and-fire/
http://mesaindependent.com/section/sports-and-outdoors/


Tags: Featured

Pioneer Park
improvements begin with
repair/restoration of iconic
train

04/10/2017   · 0  Comment

to the report.

Mr. Luna, who chaired the taskforce, said this data, taken from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2010­14 American
Community Survey Five­year Estimates, convinced him that Mesa needed to lead on this issue.

“That data is really telling of the amount of kids that are not going to a Pre­K setting and not having the skills
necessary to be successful in kindergarten,” Mr. Luna said. “The younger we begin to offer experiences to kids,
then they become more successful and go into kindergarten; it describes the need for a Pre­K program within the
city of Mesa.”

Financial obstacles, the report indicated, has factored heavily into Mesa’s lower­than­average percentage of kids
enrolled. Currently, an average family in Mesa would pay $8,400 to provide care to their 3­, 4­ or 5­year old,
amounting to 14.39 percent of Mesa median family income. The Department of Health and Human Services has
considered 10 percent affordable, according to page 60 of the “FUN”damentals of Child Care Development Fund
Administration report.

The state of Arizona has provided no funding sources for early child learning programs, according to the taskforce
report. Councilman Ryan Winkle of District 5 said Mesa must think realistically about the price tag.

“When the state legislature fails to ensure high­quality public education to our students, local communities—
especially disadvantaged communities—suffer,” Mr. Winkle said. “Given the state’s war against public education,
it’s become necessary for our city to step in and creatively build a plan that works best for real families and real
kids with the resources we have locally.”

The total cost, including capital, personnel, training, special education, supplies administration, for existing early
childcare facilities, including the Mesa Community College Early Learning Center and Mesa Public Schools
Jordan Early Childhood Education Center, is approximated at $4,000 per child in a half­day program and $7,000
for a child enrolled in a full­day program, according to the report.

The city is exploring different ways of providing early education, Mr. Luna said, including the use of technology
and providing a kit containing different tools for parents to educate at home.

Mr. Luna said kids in poverty are at a greater disadvantage because of costs and said for this reason, Mesa needs
to find funding. One in four children aged 5 and under live in poverty, according to taskforce data. At the same
time, the taskforce found that for every dollar invested in early child development, $16 will return to the community
for the child’s later success.

“It’s not exclusive to a specific population, but were trying to target kids in poverty,” Mr. Luna said. “Some of those
kids have never picked up a book. We want to provide them those opportunities, so when they get to kindergarten
they know what is expected of them and they are successful.”

Community consultant Cynthia Melde served on Mesa’s taskforce during her time as regional director for First
Things First Southeast, an organization that advocates and provides funding for early childhood education in
Arizona.

She said this issue is important because the first five years of a child’s life are critical.

“The brain is the only organ that when you’re born is still developing,” Ms. Melde said. “Experiences that happen
to you in your first few years really determines how you will begin to regulate your emotions or use or critical
thinking and problem skills. We know that 90 percent of critical brain development happens in the first five years,
which is most often before a child steps foot in a formal education system.”

Mr. Luna said the city will work to find solutions. He talked about expanding current resources such as programs
at Mesa Community College and Jordan Elementary.

Another possibility Mr. Luna said is expanding the scholarships that First Things First Quality First program
provides. He said the city also looked at early childhood education programs in other cities including San Antonio,
Texas.

“If you look at Mesa Community College, they are rated five stars by First Things First because of the quality of
their program,” Mr. Luna said. “There are also several private Pre­K programs throughout the city of Mesa, but
there just isn’t enough right now to provide opportunities for all.”

Joe Jacquez is a journalism student at the Arizona State University Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and
wrote the article as a class assignment.

Related Posts

http://mesaindependent.com/tag/featured/
http://mesaindependent.com/news/pioneer-park-improvements-begin-with-repairrestoration-of-iconic-train/
http://mesaindependent.com/news/pioneer-park-improvements-begin-with-repairrestoration-of-iconic-train/
http://mesaindependent.com/news/pioneer-park-improvements-begin-with-repairrestoration-of-iconic-train/#respond
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/occ/fundamentals_of_ccdf_administration.pdf
http://www.azftfscholarships.org/
https://webapps1.sanantonio.gov/rfcadocs/R_9444_20120727081234.pdf
https://asuonline.asu.edu/online-degree-programs/undergraduate/bachelor-arts-mass-communication-and-media-studies


Temps to warm into 82˚F­
85˚F range

04/10/2017   · 0  Comment

Art show of Benedictine
University at Mesa
students, Mesa Art League
ends April 14

04/10/2017   · 0  Comment

You are encouraged to leave relevant comments but engaging in personal attacks, threats, online bullying or
commercial spam will not be allowed. All comments should remain within the bounds of fair play and civility. (You
can disagree with others courteously, without being disagreeable.) Feel free to express yourself but keep an open
mind toward finding value in what others say. To report abuse or spam, click the X in the upper right corner of the
comment box.

Comments

About Independent Newsmedia   About the Independent   Publish Your  News   Contac t Us   Commerc ial Pr inting   Newszap.com

© 2017 Independent Newsmedia Inc. USA. All rights reserved.

WordPress Theme designed by Theme Junkie

1 Comment Sort by 

Shazia Ameen
Getting paid every week more than $4000 just by doing very easy and simple work
from home. I have received $17287 last month by just doing this easy work from
home. I am a full time student and just wor for 3 to 4 hrs a day. Everybody can get this
job now and makes more income online just by follow this link......

↠↠↠ https://www.facebook.com/United.../app/480094895352546/
Like · Reply · Apr 8, 2017 3:09pm · Edited

Facebook Comments Plugin

Newest

Add a comment...

http://mesaindependent.com/maricopa-county/temps-to-warm-into-82f-85f-range/
http://mesaindependent.com/maricopa-county/temps-to-warm-into-82f-85f-range/
http://mesaindependent.com/maricopa-county/temps-to-warm-into-82f-85f-range/#respond
http://mesaindependent.com/entertainment/throwdown-art-show-in-mesa/
http://mesaindependent.com/entertainment/throwdown-art-show-in-mesa/
http://mesaindependent.com/entertainment/throwdown-art-show-in-mesa/#respond
http://www.newszap.com/ini/
http://mesaindependent.com/about/
http://newszap.com/pyn/az/
http://mesaindependent.com/contact/
http://arizona.newszap.com/valleynewspapers/
http://newszap.com/
http://www.newszap.com/ini/
http://www.theme-junkie.com/
http://www.theme-junkie.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjss1fJ5CfT4yAwpWR6fjx3MGukMQLgmW3z9M9Pj8do25hI-k4T4-UkjVPUfVbOA5DXdKUlmh2cvZnafa9dIkSRUUiIoO1TYfL6F9ZVXI7BzHNfp23fB1NZoAH5x99Y4P6613mMG0-ltUDvyqaP0AFRRE_jJh9Ha6PV5wF7vHzFZRYPPpggXu0M2aAki9HDEWfYRmT8sLPoJwCkzZjbRUtr8_LUZNOSCEXVYXXA3FteXRpbFbchAAZk8OWFVU&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPcj0hANwk_b&adurl=http://www.3phasemech.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sally.mesarosh
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100016282148713
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100016282148713
https://www.facebook.com/United-States-Jobs-1703711633259401/app/480094895352546/
http://mesaindependent.com/education/city-of-mesa-exploring-ways-of-providing-early-education/?fb_comment_id=1129907137136160_1130212857105588
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin

