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Monsters that attack in the East Valley 
Desert is home to scary creatures looking for cool spac� ��; ··, · COVER STORY .. 
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BY MIKE BUTLER TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER 

R
emember those perfect East 
Valley weekend afternoons back 
n April? T-shirt and sandals 

weather. Everybody up north was getting 
pelted by hail and doused by torrential 
rains. You were giggling on the patio. 

This was why you moved here. 
Over .the eons, this was also why all 

of our many beautiful palo verde trees, 
yuccas and cac­
tuses made their 
homes here. 
Alas, our abun­
dant and diverse 
plant life natu­

Gila monsters are 
big, bad and not 
that common 
-PagelO

rally led to a I How I battled a 
spectacular uni­
verse of creepy­
crawly life. 

And that's why 
scorpions, spi­
ders and other 
venomous mon­
sters of the East 
Valley are as 
ornery as you 
are right now. 
They're not fond 
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of 115-degree days, either. They want to 
cool off. And, unfortunately, they might 
do that on your patch of lawn in the 
backyard, in your garage or - God for­
bid - in the dark corners of your child's 
bedroom closet. 




