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Desert Pupfish Are Among Our Most Beautiful Native Fishes

Those curious about the underwater lives of Arizona’s desert pupfish can tune in to the Arizona
Game and Fish Department's newest wildlife live-streaming (http://email.robly.com
/wi/click?upn=gnpZbt3IUE0S7-2BNY3DSAVTb3IkTK2HPhBzBog5TenLwNBWoBw-
2FepgqUO0OGyNhr8-2BNWZXZFuP2egzXly0-2FSDgr37-2Bp34ABPFAY8|Pi44Y-2Bjzbs-
3D_mvz2iKCHYENW-
2B9fXEQaXvreg8pb6YOHKdTXhpRfequeRP2JAKAChvGd750bh7nGZ8kMSbFohzHpPCINHIjIVoY6fmE8OkN
2BBZ3w5HNuUH8mMbu3ag-2F8XIEZ)1uQFyPWDNXkW7jE0P9zP5AKT-
2B4znZjBcGhTmMIW1TPtPZi1Ci2sQchjRt8Q7YNIxp6ONM|3sP-
2Bc-2BIW280OLAzcltsXI9-2BpvjVegFxyajeOZNul9ky1S6yL MjTYP1hsUyvecDnrbT8oXolBubhemoudl cph
2BIMF3-2Fh711M3kdfEbVoU-2B26kc9rL BYinzuCPGj7xO3U0D2hXNhzApSm-2FY3NxXA-3D-3D) camer.

The desert pupfish camera is located in the cienega habitat at the Red Mountain Campus of Mesa
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Community College, which has partnered to conserve this endangered fish and other wildlife
species. The cienega pond houses a variety of native wildlife, including Gila topminnows (another

endangered fish), long-finned dace, lowland leopard frogs and Sonoran mud turtles.

“Desert pupfish are among our most beautiful native fishes,” said Randy Babb, AZGFD Watchable
Wildlife Program manager. “They are well adapted to harsh environments - they can tolerate water
with low oxygen levels and salinity three times that of sea water in addition to temperatures
exceeding 110 degrees. Part of this project is being done to establish literal gene pools for

conservation efforts to ensure these important fishes are not lost to future generations.”

The project is made possible through a partnership between AZGFD and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. Through these partnerships, small refuge ponds have been set up to breed and house the
fish, acting as gene pools to conserve discrete linages of native fish for reintroducing endangered
fish back to historic habitats.

Desert pupfish populations declined in the late 1950s due to habitat destruction and the
introduction of larger predatory fishes. Recovery efforts have not only included captive rearing and

refuge sites, but the control of exotic species and restoration of historic aquatic habitats.

Desert pupfish are small, about two inches in length, and were once very common. They were
originally found in many of southern Arizona’s springs, marshes and rivers where they inhabited the
slow, shallow waters along the edges.

Though females do not change in appearance, males become metallic blue with a yellow tail and
their fins develop a black border. Male desert pupfish aggressively defend spawning territories,

known as reds.

Pupfish are omnivorous, feeding primarily on aquatic plants and invertebrates such as algae and

insect larvae like mosquito.

The desert pupfish live-streaming camera is the third at AZGFD. The department launched a live
feed of sandhill cranes in 2016, showing the birds wintering in southern Arizona. Also that year, the

department established its camera on a peregrine falcon nest atop the Maricopa County
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Administration building in downtown Phoenix.

The peregrine falcon nest camera went dark as the nesting pair did not return this season.

To view the desert pupfish camera or any of the other feeds, visit www.azgfd.gov/livecams
(http://email.robly.com
/wi/click?upn=nwUjRqdRFnzb84klkg7-2BhS8PPVOBAMNGPIBn4gERIirtTorP8-2FoM4MSI|j3zpP2Tp_m
2BOfXEOaxXvreg8pbYOHKdTXhpRfequeRP2JAKAChvGd750bh7nGZ8kMSbFohzHpPCINHjIVoY6fmE8OKN
2BBZ3w5HNUH8mMbu3ag-2F8XIEZj1UQFyPWDNXKW7]EOP9ZP5AKT-
2B4znZBcGhTmMIW1PtPZi1Ci2sQchjRt8Q7Yh9xp6ONM)3sP-
2Bc-2BIW280LAzcltsXI9-2BpvjVegFxyajeOZNul9ky1S6yLMTYP1hsUyvecDnrbT8oXolBubhemoudlcph
2BWPrNBs2ta9YgK8uUfLHArzMyiSOOdUf3XfCFkHy9pqu-2F86C6ldazdydhNZE3A-
2F7p1)1pgdFWINCcUI9GqH-2BajF4BVGHd-2B)12z0V)6aVweQpBZQ8bKT7AQFN7)-
2BdPNQCIlwadpMGMKaBejDQIAM2hGT-2FPINEZQS70lEAFfdNfz6vBigA-3D-3D).

Did you know?The Arizona Game and Fish Department (https://www.azgfd.com/wildlife/viewing
/webcamlist/pupfish/) receives NO Arizona general fund tax dollars? We hold the state’s wildlife in

trust for the public without a dime from Arizona taxpayers.

(https://www.azgfd.com/wildlife/viewing/webcamlist/pupfish/)
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